
Transportation/Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 6, 2008 
1:40 p.m. 
Third Floor, City Hall 
 
 
Present:             Chair: CW Ward-Pugh 
     Vice-Chair:    CM Heiner 

Members: CW Green, CM Owen, CM Johnson and CM Benson 
 
Absent:   CM Engel (Excused) 
 
Also Present:   President King and CM Downard 
 
Chairwoman Ward-Pugh announced the members and non-members of the committee that were present.  A quorum was 
established. 
 
Special Items For Discussion 

 
VINCE GUENTHNER - LOUISVILLE WATER COMPANY 
 
Mr. Guenthner spoke regarding the Personal Water Line Protection program.  The following was discussed: 

• Monthly fee of $4.99  
• Optional 
• $5,000 worth of coverage  
• Offered by third party vendor, Home Services USA 

o Level of coverage 
o Cost to customer 
o Customer satisfaction 
o Response mechanisms 
o Return to Louisville Water Company of ten percent for each sign-up 

• Mailing sent to all residential customers 
• Likelihood of problems in these types of lines 

o Age 
• Leak adjustment policy 
• Other cities offering comparable service 
• Thirty-day eligibility period 
• Cancel at any time 
• Program does not apply to irrigation 
• Main replacement program 

Mr. Guenthner then spoke on Louisville Water Company’s proposal to provide water to Shelby and Franklin counties.  The 
following was discussed: 

• Louisville Water Company as an alternative source for Lexington 
• Water utilities in Shelby and Franklin have come up with $85,000 to do a the engineering design that 

will develop a cost estimate and identify each community’s needs 
• Working to see if they will pay the cost of extending the line 
• This will not endanger Louisville’s source of supply 
• Treatment capacity 
• Effect on rates – reduce rate increases 
• Water pressure 

o Extension of 36” transmission main 
 
Pending Legislation 

 



R-29-02-08  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPLY FOR AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS WITH THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY TRANSPORTATION CABINET, OFFICE OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS CONCERNING A 
GRANT FOR THE P & L RAILWAY LOUISVILLE SWITCHYARD DIESEL REDUCTION PROJECT AND A GRANT FOR THE 
KENTUCKIANA AIR EDUCATION PROJECT. 

 
Status: In-Committee 
Committee: Transportation/Public Works 
Primary Sponsor: Mary Woolridge 
 
Motion to Approve made by Dan Johnson and seconded by Tom Owen. 
 
Discussion:  Art Williams and Matt Stull from the Air Pollution Control District spoke to this item.  The following was discussed: 

• Funds form the Federal Highway Administration through the state Transportation Cabinet 
• Partnership with P&L Railway to focus on switch yard 

o Upgrade 2 switch engines 
o Reduce diesel emissions and noise 
o P&L to pay the required twenty percent match 
o Bio diesel and ultra low sulfur diesel 

• Money to keep the Kentuckiana Air Education Project going 
• Amount asking for each project 
• Congestion Mitigation Air Quality funds (CMAQ) 

 
CW Green asked to be a co-sponsor. 
 
By unanimous vote, this item was sent to the Consent Calendar. 
 
VOTING RESULTS: For: 6; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 1 
 
For:  Judy Green, Hal Heiner, Tom Owen, Stuart Benson, Tina Ward-Pugh, Dan Johnson 
Against:  (None)  
Abstain:  (None)  
Absent:  Robin Engel 

 
O-20-02-08    AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 51.405 AND 51.507 OF THE LOUISVILLE/JEFFERSON COUNTY 
METRO GOVERNMENT CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO THE DISPOSAL OF YARD WASTE 

 
Status: In Committee - Held 
Committee: Transportation/Public Works 
Primary Sponsor: 
Tom Owen 
Jim King 

 
Motion to Approve made by Judy Green and seconded by Stuart Benson. 
 
Discussion:  Cynthia Knapek, Brightside, and Marie Burnett, Metro Solid Waste, spoke to the item and gave the attached 
handout to the committee.  The following was discussed: 
 

• Composting used as a fundraiser for Brightside 
• Plastic bags are detrimental to compost 
• Fifty percent of yard waste collected is diverted to landfills due to plastic bags 
• Other cities have banned the use of plastic bags in yard waste 
• Alternatives to plastic bags Paper bags 

o Brightside’s cornstarch bag 
o Can put yard waste directly into container labeled yard waste 



o Start a backyard compost 
• Cost 
• Affected households 
• Energy used to produce the alternative bags 
• Private waste haulers 
• Methane gas 

 
The Committee would like to hear from private waste haulers and a composter at the next meeting.  CM Downward offered to 
contact the Environmental Protection Agency for more information and Brightside will supply the Committee with additional 
information before the next meeting. 
 
Motion to Table made by Hal Heiner and seconded by Tom Owen. 
 
By unanimous vote, this item was Tabled. 
 
VOTING RESULTS: For: 6; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 1 
 
For:  Judy Green, Hal Heiner, Tom Owen, Stuart Benson, Tina Ward-Pugh, Dan Johnson 
Against:  (None)  
Abstain:  (None)  
Absent:  Robin Engel 

 
R-27-02-08 A RESOLUTION REQUESTING INFORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING A PROPOSED 
CORRIDOR TO SERVE TRAFFIC FROM THE TUCKER STATION/BLANKENBAKER PARKWAY AREA INDUSTRIAL 
COMPLEXES AND TO CONNECT REHL ROAD WITH TAYLORSVILLE ROAD. 

 
Status: In Committee - Held 
Committee: Transportation/Public Works 
Primary Sponsor: Stuart Benson 
 
Discussion:  This item Remained Held. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
*NOTE:  Legislation sent to the Consent Calendar or Old Business will be heard by the Metro Council at the next meeting 
on March 13, 2008.  Full discussion is available on audio by request of the Metro Council Clerk’s Office (502) 574-3902. 
 
JHT 
 
 


